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POPULATION STRUCTURE 

1.0 Introduction 

A population comprises of everyone from the very youngest to the oldest citizen in a specified 

territory. Its size is determined by the interactive processes of fertility, mortality and migration.  

The age and sex composition of a population is important for a number of reasons. Age is a 

significant variable in planning different types of programmes such as in the measurement of 

potential school population, potential voting population, and potential manpower population and 

many more. Furthermore, social relationships within a community are considerably affected by 

the balance or imbalance of male and female numbers at each particular age. (Methods and 

Materials of Demography) 

1.1 Population Size 

According to the Intercensal Survey the country’s population stands at 1,040,128 and comprises 

53% female and 47% male. Of this population, about 72.7% lives in rural areas whilst the urban 

population constitutes 27.3%. Manzini is the most populous region and is home to 355, 440  which 

is 34.2% of the total resident population followed by Hhohho at 27.5% (285,804). Shiselweni is 

the least populous region with only 19.1% (198,429) of the total inhabitants as shown in Figure 

1.1. 

Figure1.1: Swaziland Population, Intercensal Survey 
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1.2 Population Growth and Trends 

Figure 1.2  shows that the country’s population grew by just 0.4 percent per annum between 2007 

and 2012.  Between 1997 and 2007,  the annual growth rate was 0.9 percent and the results show 

a  decline between 2007 and 2012.  

The urban population grew considerably between 2007 and 2012 from 0.5 percent per annum to 

5.2 percent per annum. Shiselweni and Lubombo experienced population loss possibly to other 

regions, as illustrated, while Manzini grew fastest at 2.2 percent per annum.  

Figure 1.2: Population Growth Rate by Residence and Region: 1976-2012 
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widely  known as the demographic dividend which Swaziland could harness by investing 

appropriately in the health, education and economic skills of the growing working age population. 

 N.B. The median age for 1986 was computed using the 1986 population census data.      

Figure 1.3: Population Pyramid of Swaziland 2012 
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Figure 1.4: Age Dependency Ratio: 1986-2012 
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NUPTIALITY  

2.0 Introduction 

Nuptiality refers to marriage as a population phenomenon, including the rate at which it occurs, 

the characteristics of people united in marriage, and the dissolution of such unions through 

divorce, separation, widowhood, and annulment. (Population Reference Bureau’s Population 

Handbook, 6th Edition, 2011) 

2.1 General Relevance of Nuptiality 

Nuptial knot leads to demographic change in any population as it sets the onset of reproduction.  

2.1.1 Definitions and other concepts 

× Never Married: Persons who have never entered into a marriage union 

× Married (Swazi): Persons married through traditional union/Swazi law and custom 

× Married (Civil): Persons married by civil rites union 

× Divorced:  Persons whose marriages have been legally terminated 

× Separated:  Persons in the transitory stage of having their marriages ended 

× Widowed:  Persons whose spouse died 

× Consensually married: Persons living together as if married without a legal bond 

2.2 Marital Status of the population 

Marital status is a basic indicator of nuptiality and it may be used to explain the reproductive trend 

of a population. Indirectly, it also indicates reproductive wastages, the future of infant and child 

mortality and health/economic status of future generations. 

Figure 2.1: Percent Marital Status, population 12 years and older, Swaziland 2007 and 2012  
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According to a comparison between the 2007 PHC and the Intercensal Survey in Figure 2.1 above, 

there has been an increase in numbers for those that have never been married. There has also been 

an increase in the population that is married both through Swazi Law and Custom and the 

population that is married through Civil Rights. The divorced/separated figures also increased 

slightly. There has been a decline in numbers though among the population that is consensually 

married and the population that is widowed.    

Figure 2.2: Percent Marital Status, population 12 years and older by sex, Swaziland 2012 
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there is a higher number of never married females compared to rural areas as shown in Figure 2.4. 

A high proportion of the married population is married through Swazi Law and Custom and the 

proportion is higher for women in rural areas. 

Figure 2.3: Percent Marital Status, population 12 years and older, Males and Females by Urban Residence 
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2.2.2 Marital Status in Regions 

In the population 12 years and older in the Hhohho region, a higher proportion of the never married 

population are males. In the Manzini region, the same trend of more males than females that have 

never been married is observed as shown in Table 2.1 below. The proportion of those that are 

consensually married is higher for females than for males.   

Table 2.1: Percent Marital Status, population 12 years and older, Regions  

Region 

and Sex 

Marital status 

Total 
Never 

Married 

Married 

(Swazi) 

Married 

(Civil) 

Consensually 

married 

Divorced 

or 

separated 

Widowed 

                
Hhohho        

          
Male 100 64.7 21.2 7.7 3.9 1.6 0.9 

Female 100 50.5 30.9 9.0 4.3 2.0 3.3 
          

Manzini        
          

Male 100 62.3 22.9 8.8 5.2 0.6 0.2 
Female 100 54.4 28.3 9.1 4.8 1.8 1.5 

          
Shiselweni        

          
Male 100 67.9 22.3 5.1 3.4 0.6 0.7 

Female 100 53.6 31.3 6.9 4.0 0.7 3.6 
          
Lubombo        

          
Male 100 57.6 30.0 5.9 5.0 0.8 0.7 

Female 100 46.5 36.8 5.9 6.4 1.3 3.2 

 

When comparing all the four regions under marital status, Lubombo and Manzini show 

percentages that are on the higher side as compared to the other two regions in the category of 

consensually married. This is illustrated in Table 2.1. On another note, Hhohho shows higher 

percentages of both males and females that are either divorced/separated and those that are 

widowed. 

2.3 Marriage characteristics and trends  

In Figure 2.5, we observe that the Intercensal Survey recorded an insignificant number where early 

marriage is concerned in the 12-14 age groups. This is a good observation for Swaziland because 
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it indicates that the problem of child marriage that is being observed in other African countries is 

still under control. (Marrying too young, UNFPA, 2012) 

Figure 2.5: Percent Married Population 12 years and older 
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Figure 2.6: Trends in marriage types of Population 15 years and older by age groups 

 

2.2

15.2

35.5

55.0

68.9

77.8
83.3 82.9

89.2 91.4

0.0

10.0

20.0

30.0

40.0

50.0

60.0

70.0

80.0

90.0

100.0

Swaziland

P
er

ce
n

t 
(%

)

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60+

0.0

10.0

20.0

30.0

40.0

50.0

60.0

70.0

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60+

P
er

ce
n

t 
(%

)

Age Group

Married (Swazi) Consensually Married Married (Civil)

Divorced/Seperated Widowed



 

 16 

 

FERTILITY & MORTALITY 

3.0 Introduction 

Fertility levels and trends are of great interest in any population, including Swaziland, as they 

reflect a country’s socio-economic development status and also have a major bearing on its future 

developmental trajectory. In addition, the levels and trends of mortality are important to analyze 

for Swaziland, due to the country’s generalized HIV and AIDS pandemic which has caused an 

upsurge in the number of people dying. 

3.1 General Relevance of Fertility and Mortality 

There are three components of population change; fertility, mortality and migration. All the three 

components of population change have a significant impact on population structure, composition 

and distribution. In this chapter, the focus will be on fertility and mortality which provide data on 

the population at risk. 

3.1.1 Intercensal Survey as a source of data on Fertility and Mortality 

In spite of an increasing demand for reliable estimates of fertility and mortality, civil registration 

in Swaziland, like in most developing countries does not as yet provide complete and accurate data 

required for the estimation of basic demographic measures. By far the  population census becomes 

the potentially rich source of fertility and mortality data for the estimation of crude birth and death 

rates, general and total fertility rates, infant and maternal mortality rates. A population census was 

originally seen as providing data on the population at risk, that is, the denominator needed to 

estimate birth and death rates and age- specific fertility and mortality rates.  

 

However, a popoulation census is conducted only once in 10 years and intermmediary data on 

fertility and mortality are often needed to measure programme effectiveness. The Intercensal 

Survey, which is also the largest sample survey in terms of sample size, bridges this gap to provide  

the much needed up  to date information on fertility and mortality.   

    

3.1.2 Definition of Terms 

× Fertility: refers to the number of live births women have between the ages of 15 and 49 

years. 

 

Lungile Motsa & Mcebo Bhiya  
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× Mortality: refers to the number of deaths that occur within the population in a given time 

or place 

× ASFR: Age specific fertility rate refers to the number of births per 1000 women of a 

specific age group. 

× IMR: Infant mortality rate is  defined as the number of deaths during the first year of life 

per 1,000 live births 

× MMR: Maternal mortality ratio refers to the number of deaths among women that occur 

as a result of pregnancy or childbearing in a given year per 100, 000 live births in that year. 

3.2 Fertility 

This section of the chapter presents fertility estimates, specifically; age-specific fertility rates 

(ASFRs) and total fertility rates (TFRs) by rural-urban residence and the four administrative 

regions.  

3.2.1 Age-Specific Fertility Rate (ASFR) 

This indicator is derived from births reported in the last 12 months. The age-specific fertility rates 

as illustrated in Figure 3.1 below indicate that childbearing starts early in the country, however, 

fertility is low amongst teenagers aged 15-19 years. The Intercensal Survey results show a peak in 

fertility in the age group 25-29 years compared to the age-specific fertility rates for Swaziland in 

2007 where the peak was in age group 30-34 years. The decline in fertility has occurred in all the 

age groups but mostly notable amongst older women in the ages 35-49 years.   

Figure 3.1: Age-specific fertility rates, Swaziland 2007 and 2012 
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Figure 3.2: Age-specific fertility rates by residence 

 

The Intercensal Survey results on age-specific fertility rate by urban and rural residence show that 

women in rural areas start childbearing earlier than their counterparts in urban areas as illustrated 

in Figure 3.2 above. It can also be observed that fertility is considerably higher in the rural areas 

in the age group 25-29 years. However, there is relatively low fertility observed in older ages 40-

49 years for women in urban areas than in the rural areas. 

3.2.2 Total Fertility Rate (TFR) 

The total fertility rate (TFR) refers to the average number of children that would be born to a 

woman by the time she ended childbearing if she were to pass through all her childbearing years 

conforming to the age-specific fertility rates of a given year. 

Figure 3.3: Total Fertility Rate trends, Swaziland 1966 – 2012 
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Intercensal Survey results show that the TFR is 4.2 births per woman in rural areas and 3.0 births 

per woman in urban areas. Table 3.1 below shows that the Shiselweni region has the highest TFR 

amongst the four regions in the country with (3.7 births per woman). 

Table 3.1 Total Fertility Rate, 1997 – 2012 

Area 1997 2007 2012 

Swaziland 

Urban 

Rural 

Hhohho 

Manzini 

Shiselweni 

Lubombo 

4.5 

3.2 

5.08 

4.06 

4.12 

5.34 

5.13 

3.95 

2.32 

4.64 

4.10 

3.50 

3.81 

4.68 

3.53 

2.97 

4.17 

3.48 

3.49 

3.68 

3.53 

 

3.3 Mortality 

Mortality estimates are presented as Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) and Maternal Mortality Ratio 

(MMR) at the national level. 

Figure 3.4: Households with at least one death 
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3.3.1 Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) 

Infant mortality rates were estimated using information on the number of live births in the past 12 

months and number which was still alive born to all women in the reproductive age, 15-49 years. 

Figure 3.5 Infant Mortality Rates, Swaziland 2007 & 2012 

 

Figure 3.5 indicates a decline in IMR from 107 deaths per 1000 live births in 2007 to 88 deaths 

per 1000 live births in 2012. 

 3.3.2 Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) 

Maternal death is the death of a woman while pregnant or within 42 days of termination of 

pregnancy, irrespective of the duration and site of the pregnancy, from any cause related to or 

aggravated by the pregnancy or its management but not from accidental or incidental causes 

(World Health Organization). A number of different indicators have been developed for the 

measurement of maternal mortality but the commonly used indicator is the Maternal Mortality 

Ratio.   

 

 

 

The Intercensal Survey collected information on all female deaths aged between 12 and 49 years. 

The respondents were asked if at the time of death the woman was pregnant, giving birth or the 

death occurred within two (2) months at the end of pregnancy. The survey results show that 

maternal mortality ratio is 593 deaths per 100, 000 live births in 2012. 
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INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION 

4.0 Introduction 

The Intercensal Survey questionnaire had questions on country of birth, citizenship and absent 

population. The questions on country of birth and citizenship are used to determine the number 

of immigrants in the country, while information on members of the household who migrated 

during the last 5 years in the Intercensal Survey and the last 12 years during the 2007 census, 

will highlight population that left Swaziland for other countries. 

4.1. General relevance of Migration 

Migration is the geographic or spatial mobility of people across a specified boundary for the 

purposes of establishing a new permanent or semi-permanent residence. Along with fertility and 

mortality, migration is one other important component of population change. This chapter attempts 

to identify migration (immigration and emigration) patterns and demographic implication on the 

Swazi society. Employment, studying opportunities and other socio-economic issues are closely 

linked with the mobility of the population across the borders of Swaziland. 

4.1.1 Definition and measures of International Migration 

× International migration: The geographic movement of people between countries  

× Immigrants:  People who move into a population by crossing international boundary.  

× Emigrants:  People who move away from a population if their move involves crossing 

an international boundary. 

× Country of Birth:  The country in which the person was born/ country where the 

 mother of the individual resided at the time of the person’s birth. 

× Country of citizenship: The country for which an individual is a citizen of and with 

     which the individual enjoys a particular bond, acquired by birth, 

     naturalization, or marriage. 

× Foreign citizen: a non-national of the country 

  

Lucky Mngometulu  & Nolwazi Dlamini  



 

 22 

 

4.2 International Migrant Population 

The number of people who had moved into the country by 2012 is 14821 whereas those who 

have moved out of the country during the last 5 years (2007-2012) is 26431. Figure 4.1 indicates 

this and further shows that there were 40894 immigrants by 2007 and 24056 emigrants, in the 

period (1995-2007).  

 
Figure 4.1 Comparative Migration trends for 2007 and 2012 

 

4.2.1 Net International Migration 

The net effect of immigration and emigration on an area’s population is referred to as net 

migration. Net international migration for a given country refers to the difference between the 

number of immigrants and the number of emigrants. If more people immigrate to a country than 

emigrate from it, the country gains population from positive net migration. When more people 

emigrate than immigrate, the country loses population through negative net migration. Table 4.1 

shows that Swaziland has experienced a gain of 1.65 people per 1000 population through migration 
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Table 4.1: Swaziland Net Migration Rate 2007 and 2012 

Year Immigrants Emigrants 

Total 

Population 

Net Migration 

Rate 

2007 40894 24056 1018449 1.65 

2012 14821 26431 1040128 -1.12 

 

4.3 Resident foreign population 

Figure 4.2 shows that the highest concentration of the male resident foreign population is in the 

ages 30 to 39 years at 29%, whereas among females this is at ages 20 to 29 years. 

 

Figure 4.2: Resident Foreign Population by sex and age groups, Swaziland 2012 

 

 

Figure 4.3 indicates that 42.9% of the foreign population are Mozambican. They are closely 
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Figure 4.3 Resident Foreign Population by Country of Citizenship, Swaziland 2012 

 

4.3.1 Resident population by Mozambican citizenship  

Although more than 40% of the resident foreign population is from Mozambique, Figure 4.4 

indicates a decline in Mozambicans residing in the country across all age groups between the years 

2007 and 2012.  

Figure 4.4: Resident Mozambique Citizens by Age Groups, Swaziland 2012 
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4.4 Emigrants by country of destination 

Emigrants are members of the household that have emigrated from Swaziland during the last 5 

years (2007-2012). 

Figure 4.5: Percentage emigrant population, by Country of Destination Swaziland, 2012 

 

 

From Figure 4.5 above it can be noted that 90.7% of the emigrant population were reported to have 

moved to South Africa. Emigration to other countries other than South Africa involves relatively 

lower numbers. 

Figure 4.6: Percentage Emigrants, to South Africa during the past 5 years by age groups and sex Swaziland, 2012 
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Figure 4.6 shows that starting from age group 10-14 years there is an upward trend of populations 

migrating to South Africa, reaching a peak between the ages 25 to 29 years. 

Figure 4.7: Percentage emigrant population by age groups and sex Swaziland, 2012 

 
Figure 4.7 shows that a majority of the emigrant population is in the age group 25 to 29 years and 

comprises 21.8% of the male emigrants and 23.8% of female emigrants. 

4.5 Emigrants by activity abroad 

The options given for activity abroad are defined as follows: 

¶ Mines refer to the persons who emigrated for the purposes of working in mines  

¶ Work refers to the persons who emigrated for the purposes of working in any other 

sector of employment abroad rather than the mines 

¶ Students refers to persons who emigrated abroad for the purposes of studying in that 

country 

¶ Official business refers to those who emigrated abroad for official business purposes or 

long term business initiatives 

¶ Medical refers to those who emigrated abroad due to health reasons which might have 

forced them to relocate. 
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 Figure 4.8: Percentage Emigrants, by activity abroad Swaziland, 2012 

 

A majority of those who migrate out of Swaziland are those who go to other countries to look for 
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LITERACY AND EDUCATION 

5.0 Introduction 

The United Nations Educational , Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) defines literacy 

as the ability to identify, understand, interpret, create, communicate and compute, using printed 

and written materials associated with varying contexts. Literacy is an instrument of empowerment 

to improve one’s health and income, and is fully essential to social and human development in its 

ability to transform lives.  

5.1 General Relevance of Literacy and Education 

The Intercensal Survey collected information on the level of education, to measure socio-economic 

progress and monitor effects of policies especially in our education system. This chapter will focus 

on literacy, formal education, educational attainment and school enrolment 

5.1.1 Literacy rates 

The Intercensal Survey defined literacy as the ability to read, write and understand SiSwati, 

English, Portuguese and French or a combination of all these languages. 

This section looks at literacy rates among the population aged 10 years and older. The overall rate 

of literacy in Swaziland is 91%, and the proportion of literate males to females is 92.5% and 89.7%, 

respectively as shown in Figure 5.1. 

 

Figure 5.1: Literacy Rates by sex, Swaziland 2012 
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According to the 2007 Population and Housing Census, literacy was 89.1 percent overall, and the 

2012 results show an increase in literacy rates over the past 5 years. An observation in Figure 5.2 

shows that Shiselweni region has the highest literacy rate at 95.6% for females and 96.5 % for 

males.  

 
Figure 5.2: Literacy Rates for Persons age 10 years and older by Region and Sex Swaziland, 2012 

 

5.1.2 Age Specific Literacy rates  

Figure 5.3 shows that literacy levels are higher in lower age groups, that is the younger the 

population, the higher the literacy rates.  

 

Figure 5.3: Trends in literacy levels by Age groups and regions, Swaziland 2012 
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5.2 Formal Education 

The Intercensal Survey determined among those 5years and older whether they had never attended, 

ever attended or were currently attending school, which included preschool or a literacy program. 

 

Figure 5.4: Percent Distribution of Persons 5 years and older by school attendance and sex, Swaziland 2012 

 

 

Figure 5.4 shows that 55.8% of females and 51.1% males have ever attended school at some point 

in their lives. However, the proportion of females and males who have never attended school 

increases with increasing age, as shown in Table 5.1 below.  
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Table 5.1: Percent Persons 5 years and older, according to school attendance, by Age Groups 

 

Age Group 

(Years) 
Has never attended  Has ever attended Is currently attending 

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 

5 - 9 13.9 13.7 14.1 5.6 5.3 5.9 80.5 81.0 80.0 

10 – 14 1.0 0.8 1.2 5.7 6.7 4.5 93.3 92.5 94.3 

15 – 19 1.4 1.5 1.4 24.3 19.6 29.3 74.3 78.9 69.3 

20 - 24 3.6 3.6 3.5 73.1 67.0 79.1 23.3 29.4 17.4 

25 - 29 4.2 4.2 4.2 91.6 90.9 92.1 4.2 4.9 3.7 

30- 34 5.7 6.0 5.5 92.1 91.9 92.3 2.2 2.2 2.2 

35 - 39 7.3 6.6 7.9 91.7 92.2 91.2 1.0 1.2 0.9 

40 - 44 8.7 10.6 7.2 89.6 88.8 90.3 1.7 0.6 2.5 

45 - 49 16.0 13.5 17.8 83.1 85.7 81.2 0.9 0.8 1.0 

50 – 54 18.9 14.7 21.7 79.3 84.3 76.1 1.8 1.0 2.3 

55 - 59 18.5 16.2 20.1 80.9 83.8 78.9 0.6 0.0 1.0 

60 – 64 34.8 27.4 40.4 65.2 72.6 59.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 

65 – 69 38.2 29.4 43.6 61.8 70.6 56.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 

70 - 74 41.6 37.0 44.6 58.4 63.0 55.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 

75 – 79 67.1 66.6 67.3 32.9 33.4 32.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 

80 + 60.5 55.2 63.4 39.5 44.8 36.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Total 9.5 8.1 10.8 53.6 51.1 55.8 36.9 40.8 33.4 
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5.3 School Enrolment 

School enrolment focuses on those that are currently attending formal academic school or have, at 

any point during the 2012 school year. For computational purposes, the ages 5 to 14years were 

used for primary school enrolment and the ages 15 to 19 years for high school. According to the 

findings of the Intercensal Survey, the primary school enrolment rate in Swaziland is 85.9% and 

76.9% at secondary/ high school. This is further shown in Figure 5.5 where the enrolment rate at 

primary school tends to be high and drops significantly at high school level except in the Hhohho 

region. 

 

Figure 5.5: Enrolment Rates for primary and high school by regions, Swaziland 2012. 

 

5.3.1 Primary school enrolment 

Primary school enrolment includes those currently attending primary school. The official primary 

level of schooling consists of seven years (Grades 1-7). Findings in the Intercensal Survey indicate 

that in the age group 10 – 14 years, the enrolment rate in primary school for both males and females 

is 85.4% and 84.5% respectively. 

In addition, Figure 5.6 below shows that Manzini and Hhohho regions have an enrolment rate of 

62.8 percent and 63.4 % respectively for pupils aged 5-9 years. In the Shiselweni and Lubombo 

84.0 83.7 85.9
91.6

97.9

76.9 75.0 75.0

0.0

20.0

40.0

60.0

80.0

100.0

120.0

Hhohho Manzini Shiselweni Lubombo

P
er

ce
n

t 
(%

)

Region

Primary Secondary or High School



 

 33 

 

region, 29 % of children who are older than the official primary school going age are enrolled in 

Primary school, and this is highest when compared to the other regions. 

Figure 5.6: Children Aged 5 -19 years currently enrolled in primary school by region, Swaziland 2012. 

 

5.3.2 Net Enrolment Ratio in primary school (NER) 

Table 5.2 below presents primary school NER by Sex. The NER for primary school is the ratio of 

children of primary-school-age (5-14 years) that are enrolled in Primary school over the total 

population of children in the ages 5 to 14 years.  Out of every 100 children within the age group 5 

to 14 years, only 75 of males are enrolled in primary.   

Table 5.2: Net Enrolment ratio in primary school by Sex, children of primary-school-age (7-13 

years)  
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Figure 5.7: Pupils 10 years – 24 years currently enrolled in high school by age group and residence. 

 

5.4 Educational Attainment 

Table 5.3 shows the percent distribution of persons 5 years and older according to highest 

qualification attained by sex, residence and region. 33% of the population has received primary 

education only, and 52% of the population has attained high school education.  

Table 5.3: Percent Distribution of Persons 5 years and older according to Highest Qualification attained by Sex, Residence 

and Region, Swaziland 2012 

 
Highest Qualification 

Attained 

Primary 

Certificate 

Junior 

Certificate 

O’Level / 

A Level 

 Certificate Other 

(Diploma, Degree, Masters 

& Ph.D) 

 Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 

Residence           

Urban 19.7 26.2 13.2 13.3 24.8 23.5 6.2 5.2 17.9 15.1 

Rural 23.4 30.8 12.5 14.9 21.2 15.8 2.6 2.3 8.3 6.5 

Region           

Hhohho 21.8 26.9 11.9 14.2 24.3 18.6 4 4.3 15.3 11.9 

Manzini 20.4 29 14.1 15.6 24.1 20.9 4.1 15.6 2.8 9.2 

Shiselweni 26 32.6 11.7 12.9 19.1 14.5 2.2 2.5 8.6 7.4 

Lubombo 21.8 30 12.4 13.2 19.8 16.9 5.5 3.2 9.7 7.6 

           

Total 22.0 29.3 12.8 14.3 22.6 27.5 4.0 3.2 12.1 9.3 
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ECONOMIC ACTIVITY  

6.0 Introduction 

The purpose of this thematic analysis is to address economic characteristics of the population based 

on the Intercensal Survey to support economic programming and planning. The main objective of 

collecting data on economic activity is to provide basic information on the size and structure of 

the labour force.  

6.1 General relevance of Economic Activity and the labour force  

The characteristics of employment are explained in the labour force analysis (employment and 

unemployment). The economic activity is basically analysed at the micro level to assist planners 

and policymakers to design area specific intervention programmes. The statistics are disaggregated 

by age, sex, area, occupation and industry and provide a wealth of information. 

6.1.1 Intercensal Survey as a source of data on economic characteristics  

Censuses, surveys and administrative records are the main sources of data on economic activity. 

Administrative data is limited to formal sector activity and excludes informal activity that usually 

has no administrative data. Sample surveys, like the Intercensal Survey, provide intermediary 

information on economic characteristics of the population. The focus in this report will be only on 

issues defined and measured as in population censuses.  

6.1.2 Definitions and Concepts  

× Economically active: Persons who participate in the labour market as either employed or 

unemployed.  

× Economically inactive: Persons who are neither employed nor unemployed. These 

categories of persons are not available for work and not looking for work and are therefore 

not part of the labour force. They mainly consist of homemakers, students and retired 

individuals.  

× Unemployment Rate: The relaxed definition includes all persons who are 15 years old 

and over who are reported to be without work, that is had no job or business during the 

survey reference period and are available for work if offered.  

Robert Fakudze  
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× The Labour Force Participation Rate: The indicator of market activity. It reflects the 

extent to which a country’s working age population is economically active. It is defined as 

the ratio of the labour force to the working age population expressed in percentage form. 

× The Absorption Rate or Employment to population ratio: It is defined as the ratio of 

the employed population to working age population. 

6.2 Labour force analytical framework 

Figure 6.1 below shows the distribution of the labour force and the economically inactive by 

analysing the labour force participation rates, the employed population, characteristics of the 

employed and unemployed population, as well as, unpaid employees. 

 

Figure 6.1: Population aged 15 years and above Labour Force Participating Framework Swaziland, 2012 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The labour force analytical framework classifies the persons in the population into two major 

groups: that is the economically active population, referred to as the labour force and the 

economically inactive population. The labour force is further divided into two subgroups, the 

employed population and the unemployed population.  

.  
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6.2.1 Labour Force Participation Rate 

The labour force participation rate is an indicator that shows the extent to which the population is 

either employed or unemployed.  Figures 6.2 to 6.5 present the labour force participating rate by 

sex, rural/ urban, administrative regions as well as age groups.  

 

Figure 6.2: Labour Force Participation Rate for Population 15 years and above by Sex Swaziland, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.2 above indicates that the total labour force participation rate stands at 65.6 %.  It also 

shows that men are more likely to participate in the labour market than their female counterparts.   

Figure 6.3: Labour Force Participation Rate for Population 15 years and above for Rural/Urban residence  by Sex Swaziland, 
2012 

 

Figure 6.3 reveals that the labour force participation rate is high for people living in urban settings 

as compared to rural areas at 82.90% and 57.74%, respectively. Men in urban areas are more likely 

to participate in the labour market than their rural counterparts.  
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Figure 6.4: Labour Force Participation Rate for Population 15 years and above by Age Group Swaziland, 2012 

 

The participating rate by age groups follows a smooth curve. It is low with the younger population, 

increasing gradually as the age groups progresses and plateaus for the ages 25 to 39 years; as 

compared to any other age groups.  

 

Figure 6.5: Labour Force Participation Rate for Population 15 years and above by Region Swaziland, 2012 

 

There are regional differentials in the participation of people in the labour market. The Manzini 

region has the highest labour market participation rate compared with the other regions at 73% and 

is followed slightly by the Hhohho region, with the Shiselweni region having the least at 49%.  
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6.3 The Unemployment Situation  

From the unemployed population, an unemployment rate was computed. The unemployment rate 

is the most commonly used indicator of the labour market, defined as the percentage of the 

unemployed population to the labour force. It measures the imbalances in the labour market 

representing labour underutilization in any economy or country. It is thus used to also measure the 

performance of the economy in a country.  

Figure 6.6: Unemployment Rate for Population 15 years and above by Age Group Swaziland, 2012 

 

The unemployment rate curve by age groups shows that the younger you are in Swaziland, the   

more difficult it is to get a job. The unemployment rate is high for the age group 20-24 years at 

64.4% and it decreases gradually for the ages between 25 to 49 years. This creates a heavier 

dependency burden amongst those who are working. 
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Figure 6.7: Unemployment Rate for Population 15 years and above by Rural/Urban Residence Swaziland, 2012 

 

The population in rural areas faces challenges to get a job, as is depicted by the high unemployment 

rate of 54% compared with their urban counterparts at 21% in Figure 6.7.  

6.5 Employment Situation in Swaziland 

 6.5.1 Employment by main occupations 

According to the Intercensal Survey, a large proportion, close to a quarter, of the population is 

engaged in elementary occupations at 23.5%, followed by service, shop and market sales workers 

at 17.63%. Craft and related trade workers constitute 14.2%. These occupations together form the 

majority of the country’s occupations as shown in Table 6.1 

Table 6.1: Percent Resident population, 15 years and over, currently active, by main occupation Swaziland, 2012 

Elementary occupations 23.5 

Service workers 17.6 

Craft& related trades workers 14.2 

Professionals 12.5 

Plant &Machine operators & Assemblers 8.1 

Clerks 7.1 

Skilled Agricultural & fishery workers 6.3 

Legislators,Senior Officials and Managers 5.1 

Technicians 4.4 

Unclassified 0.8 
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6.5.2 Employment by Industries 

The Intercensal Survey results show that employment in the country is dominated by wholesale & 

retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles at 18%, followed by the manufacturing sector 

at 16% and the agriculture sector comes third at 12.7% as shown in Table 6.2. 

Table 6.2: Percent Resident population, 15 years and over, currently active, by main industry Swaziland, 2012 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing 12.7 

Mining & quarrying 0.3 

Manufacturing 15.9 

Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply 0.6 

Water supply; sewerage,waste management and remediation activities 0.6 

Construction 5.4 

Wholesale & retail trade;repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles 18.2 

Transportation and storage 3.5 

Accommodation and food service activities 1.8 

Information and communication 1.3 

Financial and Insurance activities 2.1 

Real estate activities 0.2 

Professional, scientific and technical activities 0.8 

Administrative and support service activities 3.7 

Public administration and defence; compulsory social security 7.2 

Education 11.2 

Human health and social work activities 4.0 

Arts, entertainment and recreation 0.6 

Other service activities 3.2 

Activities of households; undifferentiated goods and services producing 

activities of households for own use 

6.6 

Activities of extraterritorial organisations and bodies 0.3 
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6.5.3 Status in Employment 

Figure 6.8 shows that almost 80% of the employed population in Swaziland has paid jobs.  The 

self-employed population constitutes almost 18% of the total employed in Swaziland.  The 

proportion of unpaid family workers, whether in agricultural or non-agricultural sectors is 

insignificant, at less than 1 percent. 

Figure 6.8:  Employment Status for Employed Population 15 years and above, Swaziland 2012  

 

6.6 Sectors of Employment 

The country’s sectors of employment were classified into four categories for purposes of analysis. 

These are the public sector, private formal, private informal and other. 

 

Figure 6.9 Sectors of employment for employed population 15 years and above, Swaziland 2012 
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 The country’s labour market is dominated by the private formal sector, which accounts for 48% 

of total employment, as shown in Figure 6.9. It is followed by the private informal sector that has 

been seen gradually growing in the economy especially after the era of the global fiscal crises 

(Labour Force Survey, 2007). The public sector, which also includes parastatals accounts for 22% 

of the total employment and has been stable for some time, even during the global fiscal crises.  

Figure 6.10 Sectors of Employment for Employed Population 15 years and above, Swaziland 2012  

 

 Figure 6.10 above shows that males are more likely to be employed in the private sector compared 

to their female counterpart and there are no significant differences between men and women 

working in the public sector. However the private informal sector is dominated by more females 

than  males,  at 33% and 25%, respectively.  
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HOUSING STRUCTURE AND UNITS 

7.0 General Relevance of data for Housing Structure and Living Conditions 

Housing plays a pivotal role in the welfare of a population. Government policies in the housing 

sector emphasize on the improvement in the sanitary conditions under which people live as well 

as in the provision of services such as access to roads, water and electricity. It is the household 

characteristics that constitute the unit of demand for both housing and these services.  

7.1.1 Intercensal Survey as a source of data on Housing Units 

The household composition indicator provides insight into the likely family structure of the 

residents of a given household (e.g. single person vs. married couple). Housing is a key influence 

on population distribution and density within localities. This chapter will look at acquisition of 

housing units, quality/capacity of housing unit, main roofing, wall and floor materials, access to 

water , toilet facilities and energy use as well as asset ownership.  

7.1.2 Definitions and concepts 

× Household:  A person or group of persons who may be related (family) or unrelated or both 

who live together and share meals (eat from the same pot), sharing of meals being the 

paramount criteria found in a household. 

× Regular household: A household whose members were found sharing meals and living 

quarters with one of them considered as the head of household during the survey period.  

× Housing units: Separate and independent living premises occupied by the household. 

× Room: a space in a housing unit or other living quarters enclosed by the walls reaching from 

the floor to the ceiling or roof covering or at least to the height of two meters, of a size large 

enough to hold a bed for an adult, that is at least 4 square meters. The total number of rooms 

includes bedrooms, dining rooms, studies, habitable attics, servant’s rooms, kitchens, rooms 

used for business purposes as long as they meet the criteria of walls and floor space. 

Passageways, verandas, lobbies, bathrooms, toilets, garages and storerooms as rooms were 

not included even if they meet the above criteria. 

Nolwazi Dlamini and Robert Fakudze  
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7.2 Housing units 

The quality of housing is often used as a measure of the standard of living of a country and one of 

the most leading indicators of development. Better housing conditions are essential for human 

survivorship. Therefore, the absence of these poses a danger to human life. Information on the 

main materials used for construction of roofs, walls and floors was used in the survey in order to 

determine the quality of housing units. If the housing structures had more than one type of material 

the most dominant one was recorded.  

According to the Intercensal Survey, there are 285047 housing units in the country. Their 

distribution is shown in Figure 7.1 below. This shows a 28% increase in housing units when 

compared to the 2007 Population and Housing Census. 

Figure 7.1 Number of Housing Units by residence, Swaziland 2012 

 

7.2.1 Acquisition of Plots 

In the survey a question on plot acquisition was asked. From this question the intention was to find 

out how the plot where the household is located was obtained. Information on plot acquisition is 

presented in Table 7.1 below.  
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Table 7.1: Percent Housing units according to acquisition of plot by Rural /Urban residence, 

Swaziland 2012 
Acquisition of plot Swaziland Urban Rural 

Chief 45.1 8.8 65.4 

Inheritance 12.5 6.0 16.2 

Purchased 5.6 12.1 1.9 

Rented 34.3 69.2 14.7 

Squatter 2.5 3.9 1.8 

 

The results show that 45% of the households acquired land or plots from chiefs and this shows a 

slight decrease when compared with the 2007 Population and Housing Census whereby over 50% 

of the households got their plots from chiefs. About 13 % of the households are on inherited plots. 

In addition, 34% of households obtained their plot by being rented. 

7.2.2 Number of rooms for sleeping 

Of the number of rooms mentioned below, a question was asked to find out how many are used 

for sleeping. Tables 7.2 and 7.3 below give a comparison of the situation in both rural and urban 

areas. In urban areas 31205 people occupy houses with one room for sleeping whereas 16741 people 

occupy houses of the same characteristics in rural areas. 

Table 7.2 Housing units, by number of rooms, according to the number of occupants in urban areas, Swaziland 2012 

Number 

of 

occupants 

Number of rooms 

Total 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ 

Urban 102299 49705 13299 10008 14568 8165 4261 1245 620 218 209 

              

1 44550 31205 5354 3261 3281 1055 196 103 0 0 93 

2 19926 9993 2375 2213 2869 1261 848 229 70 67 0 

3 13558 5291 2452 1254 2526 1370 347 123 67 73 55 

4 9980 2029 1519 1112 2631 1362 1119 0 208 0 0 

5 6421 525 1143 777 1922 1218 727 62 46 0 0 

6 3578 455 164 761 738 665 607 129 0 0 61 

7 1881 0 238 349 279 673 287 55 0 0 0 

8 1013 145 0 49 78 262 0 250 229 0 0 

9 802 62 52 231 245 52 48 34 0 77 0 

10 254 0 0 0 0 172 82 0 0 0 0 

11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

12 141 0 0 0 0 0 0 141 0 0 0 

13 118 0 0 0 0 0 0 118 0 0 0 

14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

15+ 76 0 0 0 0 76 0 0 0 0 0 
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Table 7.3 Housing units, by number of rooms, according to the number of occupants in rural areas, Swaziland 2012 

Number of 

occupants 

Number of rooms 

Total 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ 

                        

Rural 182749 38248 34943 31135 29928 20105 12533 4880 4413 2032 4530 

              

1 33591 16741 6963 3898 3525 1566 513 74 56 0 257 

2 22685 7334 4790 3794 3509 1310 750 780 137 16 267 

3 28249 5525 7721 4397 4362 2641 1557 686 707 309 343 

4 26658 4910 5482 5627 4541 2974 1702 397 464 277 283 

5 19883 1318 4512 3845 4311 2118 1758 812 909 101 199 

6 15466 1304 2390 3486 2675 2794 1357 767 213 211 269 

7 12318 493 1283 2392 2908 2117 1411 403 675 373 263 

8 8567 327 882 1646 1691 1780 953 374 51 217 647 

9 4818 125 536 516 977 850 1137 109 343 52 173 

10 5397 112 256 1060 831 1087 813 120 269 226 623 

11 1192 0 63 66 133 322 95 67 0 175 272 

12 1739 0 64 285 205 246 374 41 330 0 194 

13 744 0 0 74 125 72 114 0 147 0 211 

14 284 0 0 49 0 48 0 186 0 0 0 

15+ 1160 60 0 0 135 181 0 66 112 74 531 

 

7.2.3 Main Roofing Materials 

The most commonly used material for roofing in the country are corrugated iron sheets where 

more than half of the households reside in housing units with such roofing. This proportion is even 

higher in rural areas than in urban areas. Households that live in housing units whose main roofing 

material is thatch/grass constitute six percent in the Intercensal Survey, compared to 13% of all 

households in the country for the 2007 Population and Housing Census. This percentage is higher 

in rural areas at nine percent, than is in urban which is almost at zero as shown in Figure 7.2 below. 
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Figure 7.2: Main material for roofing, by residence, Swaziland 2012 

 

Table 7.4 below reveals that at regional level, housing units with corrugated iron sheets are 

predominant in all the four regions. Manzini has the highest proportion of 92.9%, compared to the 

lowest proportion of 63% from Lubombo. Housing units whose roofs are constructed from 

thatched grass are most commonly found in Lubombo and Shiselweni. In the Lubombo region, 19 

out of 100 housing units have roofs covered with asbestos sheets. 

 

Table 7.4: Percent Housing units, according to the main material of roof by Region, Swaziland 2012 

Main material of the roof Hhohho Manzini Shiselweni Lubombo 

Grass 4.0 2.0 10.2 13.4 

Corrugated iron 88.1 92.9 85.0 63.0 

Asbestos 1.2 0.2 0.3 19.3 

Tiles/slate/concrete 5.8 4.2 3.5 3.6 

Traditional hut 0.9 0.6 1.0 0.8 

 

7.2.4 Main Material of the wall 

With respect to materials used for the construction of walls, cement bricks/blocks, mud and poles, 

as well as mud blocks predominate in the country. According to Figure 7.3, close to 79% of 

households live in dwellings with walls made of cement bricks/blocks, while 13 percent reside in 

dwellings with walls made of mud and poles.  
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Figure 7.3 Main material used for walls, by residence Swaziland, 2012 

 

7.2.5 Main Material of the Floor 

With regard to materials used for the floor in the whole country, cement is the most common 

material. Table 7.5 presents that there are differences within the regions. Housing units with 

cement floors dominate in Manzini and Lubombo, while floors constructed from earth and dung 

are the most common in the Shiselweni and Lubombo regions respectively. 

Table 7.5: Percent Housing units according to the main material of floor, by regions Swaziland, 2012 

Main material used for floor Hhohho Manzini Shiselweni Lubombo 

Earth 1.2 1.4 5.5 3.7 

Dung 2.6 2.1 5.1 6.7 

Wood 0.3 0.6 0.0 0.3 

Tiles 11.2 7.4 5.6 4.3 

Cement 84.7 88.5 83.8 85.1 
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7.2.6 Main source of water for drinking 

An essential element of life is water, not only to human beings, but to all living organisms. 

Therefore, a question was asked in the Intercensal Survey about the main source of drinking water 

for the members of the household. 

Table 7.6: Percent Housing units according to the main source of drinking water, by urban rural residence Swaziland 2012 

Main Source of water Swaziland Urban Rural 

Housing 

units 

Population Housing 

units 

Population Housing 

units 

Population 

Piped into housing 19.8 15.6 39.8 45. 8.5 5.9 

Piped into yard, plot 35 28.7 46.5 40.1 28.5 25.0 

Community stand pipe 14.6 16.6 8.0 7.7 18.3 19.5 

Unprotected well 4.2 5.7 0.9 0.9 6.0 7.2 

Protected well 2.3 3.1 0.3 0.2 3.4 4.0 

Borehole 5.7 7.0 0.3 0.5 8.7 9.1 

Spring (unprotected) 1.5 2.0 0.2 0.1 2.2 2.6 

Spring (protected) 1.0 1.4 0.5 1.0 1.3 1.6 

River, canal 11.8 15.4 2.0 1.9 17.3 19.7 

Rain water 1.1 1.3 0.0 0.1 1.7 1.6 

Tanker truck 1.7 1.9 0.1 0.3 2.6 2.4 

Other 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.4 1.4 1.4 

Improved Water 

Sources 

78.3 72.4 95.4 95.3 68.8 65.1 

 

Table 7.7: Housing units and resident population in regular households by region, according to travel time to source of water 

Travel time to 

source of water 

Hhohho Manzini Shiselweni Lubombo 

Housing 

units 

Population Housing 

units 

Population Housing 

units 

Population Housing 

units 

Population 

In yard 50389 165987 66117 182840 16143 55865 26426 69834 

Less than 30 

min 

22266 95257 28666 123517 18160 89254 19146 79517 

30 min to less 

than 1 hr 

3780 16352 8791 37334 6749 32079 5173 26313 

One hr to less 

than 1.5 hrs 

1390 7246 1551 9835 3044 16271 2906 13248 

1.5 hrs to less 

than 2 hrs 

191 962 260 1388 737 2817 1342 5404 

Two hrs or 

more 

0 0 208 581 364 2166 1250 6075 
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7.2.7 Toilet facility types used by households 

The Intercensal Survey asked questions about the type of toilet or means of excreta disposal used 

in the households. Information on the percent distribution of households by type of toilet facility 

is presented in Table 7.8 below. 

Table 7.8: Housing units and resident population according to type of toilet 

Type of toilet  Flush toilet Pit-VIP * Pit-ordinary Bush Other 

Swaziland Housing units 24.4 15.2 54.5 5.4 0.5 

Population 18.1 16.5 58.7 6.2 0.5 

Urban Housing units 46.9 6.1 45.5 1.3 0.3 

Population 50.1 4.8 43.9 1.1 0.1 

Rural Housing units 11.8 20.2 59.6 7.7 0.7 

Population 7.9 20.2 63.5 7.8 0.6 

Hhohho Housing units 25.7 10.5 59.1 3.6 1.1 

Population 19.6 13.2 61.9 4 1.2 

Manzini Housing units 22.7 17.6 57 2.4 0.4 

Population 21.4 18.4 57.3 2.7 0.2 

Shiselweni Housing units 35.4 18.2 35.7 10.4 0.4 

Population 22.7 20.3 45.5 11.1 0.4 

Lubombo Housing units 12.3 13.7 64.4 9.5 0.1 

Population 5.5 13.8 70.1 10.5 0.1 

 

About six percent of households in Swaziland have no toilet facility. Instead, they utilize the bush 

and other unknown type. Only 24% of the households in the country use flush toilet facility. There 

are notable differences between urban and rural areas. Over 46% of the households in urban areas 

use flush toilet while the corresponding rural percentage is less than 12 percent.  

7.3 Sources of energy 

Questions about the main source of energy the household uses mainly for lighting and cooking 

were asked. It is possible that a household may use more than one source of energy at any given 

time, but the survey recorded the one most often used.  
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7.3.1 Main source of energy for lighting 

Table 7.9 below shows that for lighting, both electricity and the candle are the most commonly 

utilized in the country. Only 39.5% housing units use electric in the Shiselweni Region. Paraffin 

is also a common source to some extent, as about 1 of the population in the Hhohho region use it 

for lighting. 

Table 7.9: Percent Housing units according to source of energy for lighting by regions, Swaziland 2012 

source of 

energy for 

lighting   

Hhohho Manzini Lubombo Shiselweni 

Housing 

units 

Population Housing 

units 

Population Housing 

units 

Population Housing 

units 

Population 

Electricity 59.2 55.3 58.5 54.5 59.2 57.6 39.5 35.7 

Parafin 13.9 14.1 9.5 8.4 8.7 9.7 6.6 8.1 

Gas 0.5 0.8 1.2 1.4 0.2 0.4 1.0 1.0 

Candle 25.8 28.8 30.5 35.3 30.8 31.1 52.4 55.1 

Wood 0.3 0.5 0.2 0.3 1.0 1.1 0.2 0.1 

Solar 0.3 0.5 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 

 

7.3.2 Main sources of energy for cooking 

Table 7.10 indicates that more than half of the total population in Swaziland rely on wood for 

cooking at 60.4%. This proportion is even higher in rural areas, as about 66% of housing units rely 

on wood for cooking.  
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Table 7.10: Percent Housing units according to source of energy for cooking by Urban/ Rural Area Swaziland, 2012 

Source of energy 

for cooking 

Swaziland Urban Rural 

Housing units Population Housing 

units 

Population Housing 

units 

Population 

Electricity 
37.3 27.7 62.0 63.4 23.5 16.3 

Parafin 
4.0 2.8 7.5 6.1 2.0 1.7 

Gas 
12.1 8.1 20.2 19.3 7.5 4.5 

Coal 
1.1 0.9 1.5 0.9 0.8 0.9 

Wood 
45.4 60.4 8.4 10.2 66.1 76.5 

Other 
0.2 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1 

 

7.4 Household Assets 

7.4.1 Distribution of households by ownership of assets 

The Intercensal Survey asked if households have some assets in functioning condition, and if the 

members of the household have access to them. If the asset was in a good working condition it 

was recorded and if an asset was available but no longer functioning it was not recorded. 

Table 7.11 below shows that about 19.6 % of households own Radio and only 0.9 percent own 

Tractors in Swaziland. 
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Table 7.11: Percent Housing units and resident population in regular households, according to assets owned by the 

household 

 

 

 

Assets owned by the 

household 

Housing units 

 

Population 

 

 Yes No Yes No 

Radio 19.6 3.4 19.6 3.4 

Television 13.5 6.1 13.3 6.2 

Refrigerator/freezer 12.8 6.4 12.6 6.5 

Stove/hot plate 13.5 6.1 12.0 6.7 

Bicycle 1.4 11.3 1.7 11.3 

Motorcycle 0.5 11.7 0.6 11.7 

Car 4.3 10.1 4.7 9.9 

Van/bakkie/truck 2.2 11.0 2.8 10.7 

Tractor 0.9 11.6 1.2 11.4 

Computer 3.2 10.6 3.0 10.7 

Telephone 2.5 10.9 2.7 10.8 

Cellular phone 25.6 0.8 25.7 0.7 


